
The Very Rev. Craig Loya – Essay Response 
 
Question: Based on your reading of our ECMN profile, what excites you most about 
leading ECMN and which of your spiritual gifts, talents and passions do you see as 
most relevant to the opportunities and challenges facing us? 
 
When I was first approached about being part of this discernment process, it wasn’t 
something I was looking for. Although I’ve occasionally had people suggest I consider 
the episcopate, I imagined discerning that vocation in the years to come. I read the 
profile out of respect for the person who suggested it to me, and to my surprise, it 
thoroughly captured my heart and imagination. Two things in particular stood out to me: 
your desire to deepen spiritual practice and Christian identity, and your hope to have a 
bishop who will “join us on this exciting adventure of navigating a new landscape” and 
“who will walk with us as we experiment. . .” Spiritual practice and experimenting in 
order to learn a new landscape are the two most important activities for Chrsitian 
communities to engage at this moment in the life of our church, and the activities that 
align most closely with my gifts and passion.  

In the earliest church, what our Presiding Bishop has called the Jesus Movement 
preceded the institution, and practice preceded structure. Christianity emerged, not as 
an organization, but a way of life, and the structures of the church emerged as a way of 
supporting, sustaining, and renewing that way. As we learn how to navigate the new 
landscape in which 21st century Christianity exists, the way forward must inevitably 
begin with a renewed focus on the basic practices of the Jesus Movement: prayer, 
worship, discerning the Spirit, sharing life together, seeking justice and reconciliation, 
loving our neighbors, serving those on the margins. As we renew our commitment to 
this way of living, the task of leadership is to help the church organize around what is 
emerging from the grassroots in order to support and sustain it. Your profile indicates 
the ECMN is ready to do this, and is looking for a bishop to help you engage in just that 
work.  

The most challenging and exciting thing about leading in this moment is that no one 
has all the answers. There’s no program, or playbook, or single leader that will move us 
into God’s future. In this moment, more than ever, our task is to let God lead, which 
means we will have to be deeply grounded in prayer, we will have to experiment, test 
ideas and initiatives, and be unafraid and unashamed of failure as we stumble into the 
future to which God is leading us.  

In my own immediate context, this has very much proven to be true. We have grown 
and experienced new vitality by renewing our focus on the basic practices of following 



Jesus, and then initiating a series of experiments without being afraid of failure, 
carefully reflecting on them, and moved forward from what we’ve learned. 
Intentionally embarking on a similar journey with ECMN feels like a fit with my gifts 
and passions, and is a possibility that fills me with energy, hope, and joy.  


