
STANDING RULES OF ORDER 
 
At the opening of each annual meeting of the ECMN Convention (herein referred to 
as Convention), Standing Rules of Order are presented for adoption by the 
Convention. The following Rules of Order, revised in September 2018, are presented 
for adoption at this Convention. 

 
1. The Chair may require that only accredited Delegates are seated within the 

Delegate area. 
 

2. Any attendee granted a Voice who desires to address the Convention must do 
so from one of the microphones provided on the Convention floor. The Chair 
shall rule out of order anyone who attempts to address the Convention from 
other than a microphone provided for that purpose. When recognized by the 
Chair, the speaker will identify himself or herself by name, faith community, 
and city.  Unless determined otherwise by the convention, speeches or 
presentations from the floor are limited to two minutes each, subject to the 
Chair’s sole discretion to allow for additional time. 
 

3. When a question is under consideration, no motion shall be received unless 
the purpose of the motion is to:  

a. lay it upon the table,  
b. postpone it to a certain time, 
c. postpone it indefinitely, 
d. commit it, 
e. amend it, or 
f. divide it. 

Motions for any of these purposes shall have precedence in the order named. 
The motion to lay upon the table, and to adjourn, shall always be in order and 
shall be put without debate. 
 

4. No motion shall be debated, or shall be considered as being before the 
Convention, unless seconded and, if required, presented in writing. When 
anything other than a routine motion is made by a Delegate, in the interest of 
clarity, a written copy of the motion is to be handed to the Secretary of 
Convention for the record. 
 

  



5. Any of the following who are not already elected Delegates to the annual 
meeting of the Convention or otherwise provided with a seat at the same shall 
be admitted to the sittings of the Convention:  
 

a. all Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and of the Church in full 
communion with the same; 

b. Candidates for Holy Orders in the Episcopal Church in Minnesota; 
c. members of the Council; 
d. lay members of the Standing Committee;  
e. lay members of the Trustees; and 
f. President and Vice President (or Senior Warden and Junior Warden, as 

the case may be) of the Vestry or Bishop’s Committee of a Church in 
which the Convention is held. 

 
Upon admission of these persons to the sittings of the Convention, their names 
shall be entered on the register of those attending. 

 
6. Voting by orders shall be done in accordance with Chapter 7-B of the 

Constitution as amended and adopted by the 1998 Convention. 
 

7. The matters to come before the Convention shall include only those items 
indicated on the Agenda, as adopted at the opening of the Convention. 
 

8. When procedure is not otherwise covered by the Constitution, Canons, or 
Standing Rules of Order, then Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised (11th 
Edition) shall control. 
 

9. In addition to any nominations for elected office contained in the Convention 
Booklet distributed prior to Convention, nominations may be made from the 
floor of Convention for any election that will take place at the Convention.  
Nominations from the floor follow the following procedure: 

a. Prior to any election, the Chair shall open the floor for additional 
nominations; 

b. Nominations may be made by any person in attendance who has been 
granted a Voice at Convention, and must be made from one of the 
provided microphones; 



c. Nominations do not require a second, but the person nominated must 
consent to serve if elected; 

d. Persons are allowed to nominate themselves should they wish to do so.  
 

10. In all elections for which balloting is the determined method of selection, all 
nominees shall be listed on the first ballot. Any and all subsequent ballots shall 
contain no more than twice as many names for consideration as there are 
vacancies remaining to be filled, with nominees who received the least 
number of votes on the preceding ballot being removed from consideration 
until only the proper number of nominees remain. The only exception to this 
rule shall be that when the last nominee eligible to remain on the ballot was 
tied on the preceding ballot with one or more other nominees, all those tied 
for the last position on the ballot shall be listed on the ballot.  
 

11. In the event that Convention is electing persons to any Office for terms of 
differing lengths, Delegates shall vote for the exact number of vacancies (of 
any length).  The candidate receiving the most votes shall be elected to the 
longest term, the candidate receiving the second-most votes shall be elected 
to the second-longest term, and continuing in such manner until all vacancies 
have been filled.  In the event of a tie, term lengths will be determined by 
drawing lots.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this Rule, no candidate who 
does not receive at least one vote (or a higher number prescribed by 
Constitution, Canon, Standing Rule of Order, or will of Convention) shall be 
deemed elected to any post. 
 

12. When General Convention Deputies and Alternates are elected at the same 
annual meeting of the Convention, election of Deputies and Alternates will 
occur on a single ballot.  The ballot will list all persons nominated in each 
order.  The four candidates in each order receiving the most votes shall be 
elected as Deputies.  The four candidates in each order receiving the most 
votes other than those elected as Deputies shall be elected as Alternates. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this Rule, no candidate who does not 
receive at least one vote (or a higher number prescribed by Constitution, 
Canon, Standing Rule of Order, or will of Convention) shall be deemed 
elected as a Deputy or Alternate.  
 

13. None of the election procedures described in these Standing Rules of Order 
shall apply to the election of a Bishop Diocesan, Bishop Coadjutor or Bishop 



Suffragan. Such elections shall be conducted according to rules prescribed and 
adopted for that purpose. 
 

14. Computer-assisted balloting may occur at the discretion of the Chair. 
 

15. Resolutions that have not been submitted to the Secretary of Convention and 
the Committee on Constitution, Canons, and Resolutions for consideration 
may not be introduced at Convention. However, the Chair may, at his or her 
discretion, make an exception and entertain any resolution of the nature 
described above and recommend its introduction at Convention. If such 
recommendation is approved by a majority vote of the Convention, the 
resolution shall be received and considered by Convention. 
 

16. Any of the following related to the annual Budget shall be out of order and 
shall not be considered or voted on by the Convention: 

a. any motion to adopt a proposed budget that is not a balanced budget; 
b. any motion to adopt a proposed budget that does not provide for the 

Episcopal Church in Minnesota to fulfill its full obligation of support 
to the Episcopal Church; and/or 

c. any motion to amend the proposed budget in any manner that results in 
budgeted expenses in excess of anticipated income in the ensuing fiscal 
year from the apportionment of Parishes and Missions and/or from 
other sources of Episcopal Church in Minnesota income. 

 


